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OFFICE OF THE POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER FOR DORSET

ETHICS AND APPEALS COMMITTEE

Draft Minutes of Meeting held on 25 January 2018

A meeting of the Ethics and Appeals Committee was held at Police Headquarters, Winfrith
on 25 January 2018 at 10am.

Present: Mr C W Weston MBE JP (Chair)
Mr A Clarke (Vice-Chair)
Mr S Hoskins

Also Present: Miss S Carrier, Compliance Auditor, Dorset Police
Mr A Harrold, Director of Operations, OPCC
Mrs Y Fenwick, Governance and Contact Manager, OPCC
Supt P Windle, Alliance Professional Standards

ACTION

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

58. Apologies were received from Mrs K James.

CODE OF CONDUCT

59. No declarations of personal or prejudicial interests under the Code of
Conduct were received from members.

MINUTES

60. The minutes of the meeting held on 19 October 2017 were accepted as a
true record of proceedings and were confirmed.

CRIME DATA QUALITY COMPLIANCE

61.1 Miss Carrier presented the usual quarterly update on crime data quality
compliance.

61.2

61.3

The latest quarterly results were noted. During the period July to
September 2017, 95% of Sexual Offence Incidents were correctly
recorded which continued to highlight the significant improvements to
compliance recording made over recent months.

During the same period, Domestic Incidents received 73% compliance
rating, which had dropped from the previous quarter.  Miss Carrier
explained to the Members that since the audit measures had been put in
place to improve compliance. This included a team of three staff who are
responsible for increased scrutiny of crime and domestic incidents.

61.4 The audit related to Safeguarding had shown that a total of eight crimes in
the last quarter had not been recorded for Child Protection and Vulnerable
Adults.   Measures had been put in place and advice provided to staff and
an improvement in compliance would be anticipated for the next quarter.
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RESOLVED

62. That the report be noted.

INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITING PANEL MINUTES

63. The draft minutes of the panel meeting held on 16 October 2017 were
noted and members had been pleased to note the complements received
about their care from detainees spoken to by visitors.

DIP SAMPLING

Complaints Files

64.1 The Chair presented the results of dip sampling which had been
undertaken by all Members in the last quarter.  Six files had been
inspected and found to be in generally good order.

64.2

64.3

It had been noted in one file that the officer had refused to cooperate in the
local resolution process.  Supt Windle explained that officers had the
option to not engage, however on this occasion the officer had expressed
a preference not to meet with the family, which the family involved had
accepted.

Members expressed confusion with regard to recording the closure of the
files on the electronic system. Supt Windle explained that there were a
number of impending changes to the procedure whilst the department
continued with alignment of systems.

In-House Appeals

64.4

64.5

The results of the dip sampling of in-house appeals undertaken by Mr
Clarke were presented to members.  Two files had been inspected and
were found to be in good order.

Mr Clarke had requested further information on the process for mental
health assessments for detainees held in police custody.   Mrs Fenwick
and Supt Windle provided members with an explanation.

RESOLVED

65. That the report be noted.

PCC DECLARATION OF INTERESTS AND OPCC GIFTS AND HOSPITALITY REGISTER

66.1 Members were provided with the usual update regarding the
Commissioner’s declarations of interest and the wider OPCC gifts and
hospitality register of items received and/or declined.

RESOLVED

67. That the report be noted.
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ALLIANCE PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS DEPARTMENT UPDATE

68. Supt Windle provided the members with a verbal update on the Alliance
Professional Standards Department and outlined the changes to the Police
Officer and Police Staff misconduct procedures which followed the
introduction of the Police and Crime Act 2017.

RESTRICTED ITEMS

BODY WORN VIDEO PILOT

69. Members noted the contents of the report provided by Chief Inspector Bell
with interest, but expressed a desire to be provided with a demonstration
and footage of Body Worn Video.

RESOLVED

70. That the report be noted and Chief Inspector Bell be invited to the next
meeting.

Mrs
Fenwick

DORSET POLICE GIFTS AND HOSPITALITY REGISTER

71.1 The Gifts and Hospitality register for the Chief Constable and Force
personnel was circulated to members for reference and was noted.

71.2 Supt Windle advised members that he intended to make further enquiries
regarding a couple of entries.

COMPLAINTS REVIEW

72. Members considered the lists of complaints provided by the Professional
Standards Department for the period October to December 2017, and
selected cases for consideration at the next meeting.

RESOLVED

73. That the report be noted and further information on the cases highlighted
would be brought to the next Committee meeting.

The meeting ended at 11.50am


